
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

Sixth Grade



The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW



E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through
particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or
judgements.
Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a
resolution. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone. 
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or
judgments.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.
Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is
conveyed in the text.

6th grade students will:



Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words and
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.
Acquire and use accurate grade appropriate general academic and domain
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word
or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally)and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under
study.
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, and sound) and
visual displays in presentations to clarify information

6th grade students will:

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A T H EM A T ICS  6

Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide    

Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and
multiples.
Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational 

Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions.
Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities.
Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and
independent variables.

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and
volume.

Develop understanding of statistical variability.
Summarize and describe distributions.

Sixth grade students will explore: 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships

The Number System

      fractions by fractions.

      numbers.

Expressions and Equations

Supporting and Additional Clusters
Geometry:

Statistics and Probability



M A T H EM A T I C S  6(CON T INUE D)

Sixth grade students will use:

Mathematical Practices
1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of
others.
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

       



A C C E L E R A T ED  M A TH  6

Accelerated 6 course includes above material in addition to 7th grade content
standards including:

Ratios and Proportional Relationships 
• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and    
  mathematical problems

The Number System
• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, 
  subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.
• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.
• Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic 
   expressions and equations.

Expressions and Equations
• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 
• Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic 
  expressions and equations.

       



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

Students in sixth-grade world history and geography classrooms learn about the earliest
humans, the development of tools, the foraging way of life, agriculture, and the emergence
of civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, ancient Israel, the Indus River valley, China,
Mesoamerica, and the Mediterranean basin. Through their studies, students have the
opportunity to grapple with geography, environmental issues, political systems and power
structures, and civic engagement with fundamental ideas about citizenship, freedom,
morality, and law, which also exist in the modern world. 

Topics of Study:
Early Humankind and the Development of Human Societies
The Early Civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush
The Ancient Israelites (Hebrews)
Ancient Greece
The Early Civilization of India
The Early Civilizations of China
The Development of Rome



 S C I EN CE

How are living systems and Earth systems similar and different?
What is the value of creating a systems model?

Why is the weather so different in different parts of California?
How is weather related to the transfer of energy?
How do models help us understand the different kinds of weather in California?

 Why is the climate so different in different regions of the planet? 
 Why are organisms so different in different regions of the planet? 
What makes organisms so similar to but also different from their parents? 
What makes animals behave the way they do, and how does their behavior affect their
survival and reproduction?

How do human activities affect Earth systems? 
How do we know our global climate is changing?

Sixth Grade

Throughout their 6-8 grade science course of study, students will spiral through concepts,
revisiting ideas in increasing complexity and detail while making connections between the
various fields of science, life, earth, and physical.  Students will engage in real-world
phenomena, ask questions, and seek answers to those questions.

Instructional segments:

Systems and Subsystems in Earth and Life Science

Earth System Interactions Cause Weather

Causes and Effects of Regional Climates 

Effects of Global Warming on Living Systems 



Sixth grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


